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1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The draft agenda was e-mailed to Members on 4 October 2018 and is in the file for the meeting.

2. CHAIR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chair draws attention to the following points:

Languages available

FR, DE, IT, NL, EN, ES, CS, ET, HU, PL, BG and RO.

Webstreaming

The CONT meeting is webstreamed on the Europarl website.

Please be aware that each time a speaker activates the microphone to make an intervention, the camera will be
automatically directed to the speaker.

ISSUE N° 22
WEDNESDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2018
09.00 - 12.30 and 14.30 - 18.30

THURSDAY, 11 OCTOBER 2018
09.00 - 12.30

Room: Altiero Spinelli (ASP) A3E-2, Brussels
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3. WORKSHOP ON "HOW CAN WE BETTER COMMUNICATE THE RESULTS OF EU SPENDING TO

CITIZENS?"
CONT/8/14720

Rapporteur: Derek Vaughan (S&D)
Administrator: Tereza Pinto de Rezende

In recent years, the European institutions have started to introduce performance-based
budgeting, meaning that the control of EU spending is including increasingly
performance-based auditing in addition to the traditional compliance audit. These
changes require a review of whether the policy for communicating the results of EU
spending to the media and citizens is still adequate.

The workshop will raise and discuss the question of how the discharge of the EU budget
can be better communicated. There is an obvious mismatch between the overall

positive and successful financial management of the EU and its bad image created through the few cases of fraud,
mismanagement or errors. Is it possible to improve communication on the side of the institutions (Parliament,
Commission, Court of Auditors) with the effect that media and citizens get a more balanced and reality-based
picture of the EU's budget?

Can the gap between institutional communication and media's and citizens' perception be bridged? What might
be the impact for communication resulting from the move towards more performance audit ? Experts from
institutions and media, academia and international organisations have been invited to present their views and to
discuss them with the CONT Members.

See separate draft programme on the CONT website.

WEDNESDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2018
09.00 - 11.00

PUBLIC MEETING

Coordinators' meeting in camera

*** Voting time ***
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*** ELECTRONIC VOTING ***

4. INTERIM REPORT ON THE MULTIANNUAL FINANCIAL FRAMEWORK 2021-2027 –
PARLIAMENT'S POSITION WITH A VIEW TO AN AGREEMENT
CONT/8/14399- 2018/0166(APP)

Adoption of draft opinion to BUDG on MFF/OR interim
report

Co-rapporteurs: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D)
Gerben-Jan Gerbrandy (ALDE)

Administrators: Philippe Godts/Tereza Pinto de Rezende

Shadow rapporteurs: Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP), Georgi Pirinski
(S&D), Luke Ming Flanagan (GUE/NGL)

CONT Members tabled 59 amendments, mainly to the MFF part of the report. Members aim to improve the drafting
and to align it to their political ambitions within the different titles of the MFF. In particular, they strengthen the
idea of a true European added value budget and regret that unlike the former MFF the upcoming one will not reflect
previously determined strategic EU goals, but will, on the contrary, define political objectives through budgetary
allocations.

The amendments further demand ambitious climate and energy objectives, while regretting the lack of
determination by the Commission to demonstrate the real EU added value of the programmes and request to align
the budget programming to the legislative cycle, to find a definition for European added value, to delete
paragraphs that concern cuts in the different titles and to ensure well-functioning customs controls to protect the
EU own resources.

The draft opinion and amendments are available on the CONT website

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Adoption in main committee BUDG 5/11/2018 (tbc)
Adoption Plenary December (tbc)

WEDNESDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2018
11.00 - 11.30

PUBLIC MEETING

Coordinators' meeting in camera

*** Voting time ***
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5. EUROPEAN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND AND ON THE COHESION FUND
CONT/8/13976 - 2018/0197(COD)

Adoption of amendments as per Rule 53(4): CONT Opinion to REGI

Rapporteur: Gilles Pargneaux (S&D)
Administrator: Olivier Sautière

Shadow rapporteurs: Andrey Novakov (EPP ), Martina Dlabajová (ALDE), Younous
Omarjee (GUE/NGL)

In preparation for the upcoming Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) for 2021-
2027, the European Commission published a proposal for a regulation on the European

Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and the Cohesion Fund (CF) on 29 May 2018.

The proposed single regulation on the ERDF and CF (currently covered by two separate regulations) identifies the
specific objectives and scope of support for both funds, including non-eligible activities.

In line with evidence regarding impact, investments will focus on activities with the highest added value, such as
support for SMEs, smart specialisation, the low carbon economy, sustainable urban development and regional
cooperation. The ERDF will focus mainly on smart growth and the green economy, and the CF on environmental
and transport infrastructure. The proposal also provides an indicator framework including new common results
indicators for monitoring progress and outlines the approach for specific territories such as urban areas and
outermost regions.

While the proposed regulation on the ERDF and CF sets out only the specific objectives for both funds, the general
rules regarding delivery and implementation are established by what is known as the Common Provisions
Regulation (CPR) for several EU funds for which the Commission also proposed a new draft legislative act (proposal
also published on 29 May 2018).

The Rapporteur's amendments concern inter alia (i) the balance between the focus on results, the level of control
and the simplification of procedures, (ii) the priority to promote employment and social inclusion and (iii) the
support to SMEs.

This opinion is presented in the form of amendments to be tabled directly to the main committee according to rule
53, paragraph 4 of the Rules of Procedure. The Secretariat received 33 amendments, which were sent to Members
on 28 September 2018.

The draft opinion and amendments are available on the CONT website.

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Adoption in main committee REGI 21/11/2018
Adoption Plenary tbc
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6. COMMON PROVISIONS ON THE EUROPEAN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND, THE EUROPEAN

SOCIAL FUND PLUS, THE COHESION FUND, AND THE EUROPEAN MARITIME AND FISHERIES

FUND AND FINANCIAL RULES FOR THOSE AND FOR THE ASYLUM AND MIGRATION FUND, THE

INTERNAL SECURITY FUND AND THE BORDER MANAGEMENT AND VISA INSTRUMENT
CONT/8/13504 - 2018/0196(COD)

Adoption of amendments as per Rule 53(4): CONT Opinion to REGI

Rapporteur: Iris Hoffmann (S&D)
Administrator: Michal Czaplicki

Shadow rapporteurs: Andrey Novakov (EPP), Martina Dlabajová (ALDE), Younous
Omarjee (GUE/NGL)

In connection with the proposal for the next MFF for the period 2021-2027, the
Commission proposed to modify the current Common Provisions Regulation (CPR) which
sets out common provisions for seven funds under shared management. This proposal

will not replace the existing Regulation EU No 1303/2013 which will continue to govern programmes adopted in
the 2014-2020 period

The Commission's proposal for a MFF sets out an amount of EUR 330 billion for economic, social and territorial
cohesion for the period 2021-2027. The main objectives of the architecture and provisions of the proposed CPR are
to substantially reduce unnecessary administrative burden for beneficiaries and managing bodies while
maintaining a high level of assurance of legality and regularity and increase flexibility to adjust programme
objectives and resources in the light of changing circumstances and also in terms of voluntary contributions to EU-
level directly managed instruments.

The CONT opinion is done under Rule 53(4), which is an accelerated procedure. By the deadline of 25 September,
85 amendments were submitted to the draft report.

The draft opinion is available on the CONT website.

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Adoption in main committee REGI 21/11/2018
Adoption Plenary tbc

*** END OF ELECTRONIC VOTING ***
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7. ECA SPECIAL REPORT 26/2018 (DISCHARGE 2017): A SERIES OF DELAYS IN CUSTOMS IT
SYSTEMS: WHAT WENT WRONG?
CONT/8/14726

Presentation of the special report by ECA Member responsible, Eva
Lindström

Rapporteur: Nedzhmi Ali (ALDE)
Administrator: Michal Czaplicki

Shadow Rapporteur: Arndt Kohn (S&D)

Customs help safeguarding the financial interests of the Union and of the Member
States. As an important traditional own resource of the Union, it remains one of the focal
point of interest of the Budgetary Control Committee.

The Customs programme will have an impact on the Union and Member States revenue. Although not quantifiable,
it should facilitate and streamline the work done by Customs authorities for the collection of customs duties, as well
as of VAT and excise duties at import. By increasing the quality of work through cooperation and IT and human
capacity building, customs administrations will be more efficient for protecting the financial interests of the Union
and of the Member States.

Ms Lindström will present a special quick report of the ECA on Implementation of Customs 2020 programme,
which is in time for the presentation of the CONT MFF opinion on the Custom Program, scheduled for 18 October
for which the Rapporteur is Mr Wolf Klinz.

The ECA Special report is available on the CONT website

As a follow-up, a succinct working document with the recommendations of the rapporteur will be sent to CONT
Members. The rapporteur’s conclusion will form part of the Commission’s discharge report.

WEDNESDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2018
11.30 - 12.30

PUBLIC MEETING

Coordinators' meeting in camera

*** Voting time ***
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8. ECA SPECIAL REPORT 17/2018 (DISCHARGE 2017): COMMISSION’S AND MEMBER STATES’
ACTIONS IN THE LAST YEARS OF THE 2007-2013 PROGRAMMES TACKLED LOW ABSORPTION

BUT HAD INSUFFICIENT FOCUS ON RESULTS
CONT/8/14596

Presentation of the special report by ECA Member responsible, Henri
Grethen

Rapporteur : Georgi Pirinski (S&D)
Administrator: Christian Ehlers

Shadow Rapporteurs: Claudia Schmidt (EPP), Martina Dlabajová (ALDE), Younous
Omarjee (GUE/NGL)

Cohesion funds are allocated in advance to Member States for a seven-year financial
period and put at the disposal of Member States in annual budgetary allocations that

must be used within the spending period. The Court looked at the spending during the 2007-2013 period and the
actions taken by Member States, with the support of the Commission, to increase the absorption of funds where
problems were identified. During this period, overall funding for the EU-28 Member States amounted to EUR 346
billion. The Court also compared spending patterns with the spending during the 2000-2006 and the 2014-2020
periods. Data were collected in the Czech Republic, in Hungary, Italy and Romania.

The Court found that for both the 2007-2013 and the 2014-2020 periods, the late adoption of the legal framework
meant that operational programmes also ran late. For the 2007-2013 period, most operational programmes were
not approved until twelve months into the programme period, which had an inevitable back-lock effect on
spending.

The 2014-2020 period started even slower. In addition, the overlap of programme periods implied that Member
States were still spending allocations from the previous period after the next programming period had started.

During the 2007-2013 period, the Commission monitored the absorption of funds, but it was only towards the end
of 2014 that it put in place a task force to assist Member States facing spending difficulties. The support provided
by the task force, together with actions undertaken by Member States, led to a marked increase in spending: at the
end of 2018, payments had reached 97.2% of budgetary allocations. By the end of 2017, EUR 4.4 billion had not
been used. The Commission is still in process of closing the 2007-2013 period, and the total level of payments and
unused funding is still to be determined.

To improve the way funding was absorbed, Member States revised programmes, split projects into phases and used
EU funding to co-finance projects already funded nationally. However, some of these measures focussed mainly on
using money rather than on results, according to the Court, and the frequent revisions of programmes call into
question the soundness of the analyses underlying the programme process. Furthermore, the Commission had no
comprehensive overview of measures used or their impact, due to a lack of information provided by Member States
and limitations in reporting.

The Court recommended that the Commission should:

(i) propose to the legislative authorities a timetable to ensure that implementation can start at the beginning of
the programme period;
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(ii) ensure that operational programme revisions are based on a sound and comprehensive assessment and aim
to provide better results;

(iii) monitor absorption, identify slow and rapid absorption and assess the impact of measures;
(iv) ensure that the focus is on the delivery of results.

The ECA Special report is available on the CONT website.

As a follow-up, a succinct working document with the recommendations of the rapporteur will be sent to CONT
Members. The rapporteur’s conclusion will form part of the Commission’s discharge report.

PROTECTION OF THE UNION'S BUDGET IN CASE OF GENERALISED DEFICIENCIES AS REGARDS THE

RULE OF LAW IN THE MEMBER STATES
CJ13/8/13999- 2018/0136(COD)

Consideration of draft report

BUDG Rapporteur: Eider Gardiazabal Rubial (S&D)
CONT Rapporteur: Petri Sarvamaa (EPP)

CONT Administrator: Philippe Godts
BUDG Administrator: Emiliano Imeroni

CONT Shadow Rapporteurs: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D), Nedzhmi Ali (ALDE), Benedek Jávor (Greens/ALE), Dennis de
Jong (GUE/NGL), Marco Valli (EFDD)
BUDG Shadow Rapporteurs: Esteban Gonzalez Pons (EPP), Anneli Jäätteenmäki (ALDE), Younous Omarjee
(GUE/NGL)

The Commission proposal that forms an integral part of the MFF 2021-2027 package, aims at establishing the rules
necessary for the protection of the Union’s budget in the case of generalised deficiencies as regards the rule of law
in Member States.

The Rapporteurs share the broad objectives put forward by the Commission but propose a number of amendments
in order to strengthen the proposal and increase its effectiveness, in particular, as regards the procedure to adopt/lift
measures needed in case of deficiency concerning the rule of law. The Rapporteurs propose to put Parliament and
Council on the same footing. The Commission would adopt a decision on the appropriate measures by its own

WEDNESDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2018
14.30 - 15.30

BUDG/CONT JOINT COMMITTEE PROCEDURE (RULE 55)
(see separate draft agenda)
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implementing act, and simultaneously submit to the Parliament and the Council a proposal to transfer to a
budgetary reserve an amount equivalent to the value of the measures adopted.

The Rapporteurs also want to ensure that if measures being imposed are not lifted after two years, the suspended
funds are not lost but are entered in the Union Reserve for Commitments provided for in the 2021-2027 MFF
Regulation.

Other amendments are proposed concerning the following issues: fundamental values and Copenhagen criteria,
assessment of generalised deficiencies, protection of final beneficiaries.

The draft opinion is available on the CONT website

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Consideration of draft report BUDG/CONT 10/10/2018
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 25/10/2018 at 12.00
Vote CONT 27/11/2018 (CONT slot)
Adoption Plenary December 2018

9. ASSESSING HOW THE EU BUDGET IS USED FOR PUBLIC SECTOR REFORM
CONT/8/13322

Consideration of draft report

Rapporteur: Brian Hayes (EPP)
Administrator: Tereza Pinto de Rezende

Shadow Rapporteurs: Gilles Pargneaux (S&D), Nedzhmi Ali (ALDE), Bart Staes
(Greens/ALE), Miguel Viegas (GUE/NGL)

The Rapporteur notes that public administration and governance policies are
spread across various Commission services and that complicates the
coordination among concerned services. Therefore, the recently created

Structural Reform Support Programme service responsible for that coordination should have enough
resources. He also calls for the topic to be allocated to a Commissioner in the future.

An effective public sector reform is essential to help Member States (MS) to adapt to changing
circumstances, increase resilience, expand eGovernment and improve delivery of services. The amount
of EUR 9 million of EU budget is allocated to MS for public administration reform in the current MFF. This
financial support should be matched with sharing expertise, experience and good practices among MS.

WEDNESDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2018
15.30 - 18.00

PUBLIC MEETING

Coordinators' meeting in camera

*** Voting time ***
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The Commission lacks an assessment framework for public administration and method for data
collection, which results in incomplete analyses across MS. The Rapporteur proposes the reintroduction
of a chapter dedicated to public administration and governance in the Annual Growth Survey. The
Rapporteur also proposes that MFF is used to incentivise programmes that deliver better public
administration and governance especially in times of economic downturn.

A policy dialogue among MS is also encouraged as well as the use of 'principles of public administration'
benchmark that are then included in the European Semester. Emphasis is put on learning and
exchanging best practices within the existing organisations, with particular focus on bench learning.

The Rapporteur’s draft report is available on the CONT website.

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Consideration of draft report CONT 10/10/2018
Deadline for amendments CONT 18/10/2018 at 14.00
Consideration of amendments CONT 19-20/11/2018 (tbc)
Vote CONT 26-27/11/2018
Adoption Plenary January 2019 (tbc)

10. THE STATE OF THE DEBATE ON THE FUTURE OF EUROPE
CONT/8/13350 - 2018/2094(INI)

Consideration of draft opinion to AFCO

Rapporteur: Petri Sarvamaa (EPP)
Administrator: Olivier Sautière

Shadow Rapporteurs: Inés Ayala Sender (S&D), Nedzhmi Ali (ALDE), Dennis de Jong
(GUE/NGL)

The European Commission provided a fundamental contribution on 1 March 2017 with
its White Paper on ‘The Future of Europe’. This White Paper marks the start of a broad
debate that sets out the main challenges facing the EU from globalisation, to the impact
of new technologies on society and jobs, to security concerns and the rise of populism,

for which solutions should be found, ahead of the European elections in 2019. It also proposes five scenarios for how
the Union could evolve up to 2025 and has since been complemented by a number of reflection papers on key
topics for the EU.

Against this background, the AFCO committee will draw-up a non-legislative own initiative report on the ‘State of
the debate on the Future of Europe’ aiming at assessing institutional and political evolutions that have followed the
adoption of Parliaments resolutions on ‘Improving the functioning of the European Union building on the potential
of the Lisbon treaty’ and on ‘Possible evolutions of and adjustments to the current institutional set-up of the
European Union’

The Rapporteur in his draft opinion recalls some key considerations and puts forward possible ways of improvement
to the governance structure, accountability and democratic control of the EU:
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(i) Considers that citizens’ trust in the EU institutions is fundamental for democracy, good governance and
effective policy‑making;

(ii) considers that there is still room to better anchor democratic accountability within the Union framework,
namely by developing strong mechanisms to ensure political legitimacy and institutional accountability and
by streamlining the increasingly complex EU governance structures;

(iii) Stresses, furthermore, that the time has come to reflect pragmatically on the EU’s delivery modes by answering
the core questions of how best to implement the Union’s policies and which governance models should be
applied in order to pave the way for a Europe of tangible results;

(iv) Considers that it is time both to put forward new European narratives and to deliver EU policies more
strategically;

(v) Underlines that the translation of the overarching political objectives into tangible and visible actions and
results for EU citizens has to be subject to regular reality checks;

(vi) Considers that respect for fundamental values, ensuring the protection of the rule of law in Member States, or
the introduction of ecological conditionality are necessary democratic prerequisites for the definition of any
new EU financial solidarities;

(vii) Recalls that it is necessary to promote the seeking of European added value;

The draft opinion is available on the CONT website.

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 18/10/2018 at 14.00
Vote CONT 8/11/2018
Adoption Plenary January 2019

11. EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND PLUS (ESF+)
CONT/8/13487 - 2018/0206(COD)

Consideration of draft opinion to EMPL

Rapporteur : Georgi Pirinski (S&D)
Administrator: Michal Czaplicki

Shadow Rapporteurs : Patricija Šulin (EPP), Martina Dlabajová (ALDE), Miguel Viegas
(GUE/NGL)

On 29 May 2018, the European Commission adopted its proposal for the new European
Social Fund+ (ESF+), merging the existing European Social Fund (ESF) with the Youth
Employment Initiative (YEI), the Fund for European Aid to the most Deprived (FEAD), the
Employment and Social Innovation Programme (EaSI) and the EU Health Programme.

The Commission justifies its proposal with the aim to “streamline and simplify the funding landscape and create
additional opportunities for synergies through integrated funding approaches”. This aim in principle is welcomed
by the CONT rapporteur, Mr Pirinski. However, the lack of specific objectives and priorities for the ESF+ strand under
shared management, could create uncertainty regarding programming, monitoring and evaluation of support
under this strand.



12

The Rapporteur underlines that there are no clear mechanisms spelling out in what way complementarity and
synergies between the three strands are to be achieved. Therefore, Mr Pirinski proposes 73 amendments to improve
the proposal.

The draft opinion is available on the CONT website.

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 19/10/2018 at 14:00
Vote CONT 8/11/2018

12. EUROPEAN GLOBALISATION ADJUSTMENT FUND (EGF)
CONT/8/13467 - 2018/0202(COD)

Consideration of draft opinion to EMPL

Rapporteur: Gilles Pargneaux (S&D)
Administrator: Olivier Sautière

Shadow rapporteurs: Patricija Šulin (EPP), Martina Dlabajová (ALDE), Dennis de
Jong (GUE/NGL)

The European Globalisation Adjustment Fund (EGF) aims at providing support to
people losing their jobs as a result of major structural changes in world trade
patterns due to globalisation, i.e. when a large company shuts down or production
is moved outside the EU, or as a result of the global economic and financial crisis.

The Commission’s 2018 proposal introduces some modification to the current regulation related to (i) the EGF’s
scope with a more general objective to offer assistance in case of unexpected major restructuring events
(specifically, the change extend the scope of action beyond globalisation-related challenges and financial or
economic crises to include transition to low-carbon economy or events caused by digitisation and automation), (ii)
the eligibility criteria, (iii) co-financing rules and mobilisation procedure.

The Rapporteur's amendments focus on the necessity to have an optimal cooperation between Member States and
the Commission, the intervention criteria, eligible measures and information and communication on the EGF.

The draft opinion is available on the CONT website

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 19/10/2018 at 14.00
Vote CONT 8/11/2018
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13. JUSTICE PROGRAMME
CONT/8/13693 - 2018/0208(COD)

Consideration of draft opinion to JURI and LIBE

Rapporteur: Dennis De Jong (GUE/NGL)
Administrator: Olivier Sautière

Shadow Rapporteurs: Tomáš Zdechovský (EPP), Caterina Chinnici (S&D), Nedzhmi Ali
(ALDE)

The European Union’s aim is to promote peace, its values and the well-being of its
peoples. The Union is a community of law and its values constitute the very basis of its
existence as stated in Articles 2 and 3 of the Treaty of the EU.

In order to promote common European values and rights, the EU has combined several instruments in a policy mix
of legislation, strategies and funding: the Rights, Equality and Citizenship Programme, the Justice Programme, the
Creative Europe Programme and the Europe for Citizens Programme.

As part of the future 2021-2027 MFF, the Commission proposes creating instead a new Justice, Rights and Values
Fund that would comprise the Rights and Values Programme (bringing together the Rights, Equality and Citizenship
Programme and the Europe for Citizens Programme) and the Justice Programme.

The proposed Justice Programme has the general objective of contributing to the further development of a
European area of justice based on the rule of law, mutual recognition and mutual trust, as well as the following
specific objectives:

i. facilitating and supporting judicial cooperation in civil and criminal matters and promoting the rule of law,
ii. supporting and promoting judicial training, with a view to fostering a common legal, judicial and rule of law

culture, and
iii. facilitating effective access to justice for all and effective redress by promoting efficient civil and criminal

procedures, as well as promoting and strengthening the rights of victims of crime.

The Rapporteur's amendments mainly concern (i) the need to ensure European added value and sound financial
management in the implementation of this programme, (ii) the coordination of this programme whenever necessary
with the protection of the Union’s budget in case of generalised deficiencies as regard the rule of law in Member
states and, (iii) modalities related to the programming, the reporting and evaluation of the programme.

The draft opinion is available on the CONT website

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 19/10/2018 at 14.00
Vote CONT 8/11/2018
Adoption in main committee JURI/LIBE tbc
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14. COORDINATORS’ MEETING

Meeting held in camera

15. CONT MISSION TO ALBANIA (7-9 MAY 2018)
CONT/8/12806

Presentation of the mission report

Rapporteur: Derek Vaughan (S&D)
Delegation Members: Joachim Zeller (EPP), Ryszard Czarnecki (ECR), Wolf Klinz (ALDE)

Administrator: Michal Czaplicki

A delegation of four Budgetary Control Committee MEPs visited Albania on May 7-9
2018. It was the first CONT delegation to the country. Led by the Committee Vice-Chair
Derek Vaughan, the delegation inspected EU-funded projects and met with national
authorities to discuss project management issues and preparations for EU membership.

Under the Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA) for the period 2007-2013, the EU provided assistance to
Albania with a total allocation of EUR 594 million; for the years 2014-2020, EUR 649.4 million are allocated.

On this visit the delegation principally noted:
(i) the very serious approach of the current authorities on tackling corruption in full cooperation with the EU and

the Member States, especially Italy and its Guardia di Finanza;
(ii) the EU funds spent in Albania are used well and efficiently and that the level of irregularities and fraud is not

at an abnormal level; and

WEDNESDAY, 10 OCTOBER 2018
18.00 - 18.30

IN CAMERA

THURSDAY, 11 OCTOBER 2018
9.00 - 12.30

PUBLIC MEETING

Coordinators' meeting in camera

*** Voting time ***
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(iii) that involvement of the European Union in Western Balkans is a game-changer, as it has significantly improved
regional interstate relations, despite historical mistrust; providing hope for peace and stability in the region.

The initial program foresaw a delegation to Albania and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM), but
due to limited time and logistic problems of transport between Tirana and Skopje, the Committee decided to limit
the scope of the delegation to Albania only.

The mission report is available on the CONT website.

16. ECA OPINION ON THE SYSTEM OF FINANCING OWN RESOURCES REGULATION
CONT/8/14727

Presentation by ECA Member responsible, Eva Lindström

Administrator: Tereza Pinto de Rezende

The European Parliament and the European Commission asked the Court of
Auditors to give an opinion on the own resources proposal as the Court did for the
MFF proposal (COM(2018)325). Therefore, the Court will present its views on the
Commission's proposal on own resources.

The ECA opinion is available on the CONT website.

17. SPECIFIC PROVISIONS FOR THE EUROPEAN TERRITORIAL COOPERATION GOAL (INTERREG)
SUPPORTED BY THE EUROPEAN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND AND EXTERNAL FINANCING

INSTRUMENTS
CONT/8/13975

Consideration of draft opinion to REGI

Rapporteur: Arndt Kohn (S&D)
Administrator: Olivier Sautière

Shadow Rapporteurs: Andrey Novakov (EPP), Martina Dlabajová (ALDE), Younous
Omarjee (GUE/NGL)

European territorial cooperation (ETC) (Interreg), is one of the very few frameworks
contributing to the construction of a common European space and European
integration, in which national, regional and local players from different Member
States are systematically called upon to carry out joint measures, exchange practices

and strategies in all its forms (cross-border, transnational, interregional and opening to neighbouring countries).
It helps prevent Europe's borders turning into barriers, brings Europeans closer together, helps to resolve
common problems, facilitates the sharing of ideas and assets and encourages strategic initiatives aimed at
common goals.

The main novelties introduced by the proposed Regulation for the 2021-2027 period include, inter alia:
(i) the reshaping of cooperation strands (concentration of the cross-border cooperation component on land

borders; integration of the cross-border cooperation on maritime borders into an enlarged ‘transnational
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cooperation and maritime cooperation’ component; limitation of the interregional cooperation component
to two programmes, instead of four; creation of two new components, one dedicated to ‘outermost regions’
cooperation and one on ‘Interregional Innovative Investments’;

(ii) the incorporation of cooperation outside the EU;
(iii) the definition of two additional Interreg-specific objectives, one to support strengthening institutional

capacity and enhancing legal and administrative cooperation (‘A better Interreg governance’), the other to
address specific external cooperation issues such as safety, security, border crossing management and
migration (‘A safer and more secure Europe’);

(iv) the introduction of specific provisions for small project funds;
(v) the introduction of a common set of result indicators for Interreg programmes.

The Rapporteur's amendments mainly focus on the monitoring aspect, namely the monitoring committee, the
indicators of the ETC and on evaluation aspects.

The draft opinion is available on the CONT website.

CONT Timetable:

Event Body Date
Deadline for tabling amendments CONT 19/10/2018 at 14.00
Vote CONT 8/11/2018
Adoption in main committee REGI 03/12/2018

18. WORKSHOP ON THE REVISION OF OLAF REGULATION IN LIGHT OF THE FUTURE COOPERATION

WITH EPPO
CONT/8/14721

Rapporteur: Ingeborg Grässle (EPP)
Administrator: Christian Ehlers

On October 2017, the Council adopted the Regulation implementing enhanced
cooperation on the establishment of the European Public Prosecutors Office (EPPO).

This regulation will have a considerable impact on the way the European Anti-Fraud
Office (OLAF) works. That is why, in May 2018 the Commission presented its proposal
concerning investigations conducted by the European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF) as
regards cooperation with the European Public Prosecutor's Office and the
effectiveness of OLAF investigations.

At the same time, CONT, when reviewing the Commission proposal, may look into the possibility to improve other
weaknesses in the current OLAF Regulation. With the view to obtaining a comprehensive picture CONT has decided
to organise another OLAF workshop.

The workshop will bring together well known academics in criminal law as well as officials from the European Court
of Justice and OLAF for a discussion on how the current OLAF Regulation could best be revised to ensure effective
cooperation between OLAF and EPPO.

See separate draft programme on the CONT website.
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19. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

20. NEXT MEETINGS

 18 October 2018, 8.30 – 12.30 (Brussels)
 25 October 2018, 8.30 – 10.00 (Strasbourg)
 5 November 2018, 15.00 – 18.30 (Brussels)

PAPERLESS PROGRAMME(INTERNAL USERS ONLY)
Access CONT committee meeting documents on eMeeting or any CONT committee information on eCommittee

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
Contact the CONT Secretariat or visit the website of the CONT committee
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NEWS FROM POLICY DEPARTMENT - BUDGETARY AFFAIRS

POLICY DEPARTMENT PUBLICATIONS:
Recent publications
CONT
Proceedings of the Workshop on “How to better combat fraud?  Follow up of the Commission’s anticorruption
sharing programme”

In-Depth Analysis “State Aid and EU funding: are they compatible?”

Study “Ensuring high quality job creation from EU funding programmes: how can the best practice of Horizon 2020
be better integrated into other programmes (ESF, Youth Guarantee, Globalisation Fund)?”

In-Depth Analysis “The effectiveness and visibility of EU funding in the Western Balkan countries with a special focus
on the cross-border cooperation“- not available online yet.

CONT/BUDG
Study “Oversight and Management of the EU Trust Funds”

BUDG
In-Depth Analysis “The EU spending on fight against climate change”

Study “EU funds for migration, asylum and integration policies”

Study “Potential revenue from the extension of charging fees by EU Agencies” - not yet available online

Study “Financial Implementation of European Structural and Investment Funds” - not yet available online

Forthcoming publications
CONT
- Study “Public procurement in EU: few winners for main large-scale infrastructure projects; Overview on the
criteria selection, the monitoring and the control system” - October 2018

CONTACTS
Policy Department for Budgetary Affairs - poldep-budg@ep.europa.eu

Policy Department Webpage:
http://www.poldepnet.ep.parl.union.eu/poldept/cms/cache/offonce/poldepnet/poldep_d/poldepd_presentation

Disclaimer

The items contained herein are drafted by the secretariat of the European Parliament and are provided for general
information purposes only. The opinions expressed in this document are the sole responsibility of the author(s) and do
not necessarily represent the official position of the European Parliament. This document may contain links to websites
that are created and maintained by other organizations. The secretariat does not necessarily endorse the view(s)
expressed on.


